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DEPAVE PROJECT ADDS GREEN SPACE TO NORTH NASHVILLE’S TIO FUN TAQUERIA 
Trees, grasses, and wildflowers will add shade and improve local water quality 

 
Nashville, TN — The Cumberland River Compact recently collaborated with North Nashville restaurant 

Tio Fun Taqueria to depave a portion of their parking lot, located off Buchanan Street, and replace the 

asphalt with a green space featuring native trees. 

 

The 1,600 square foot project hasn’t taken away any parking at Tio Fun; it simply shifted the parking 

spaces a few feet to make room for a diverse arrangement of flowering trees including redbuds and 

magnolias, and a blend of native wildflowers and grasses. These plants will shade and cool the 

surrounding area, making it more pleasant for pedestrians and customers using the Tio Fun lot. 

 

They’ll also benefit water quality in North Nashville, where stormwater runoff from paved streets often 

carries pollutants like oil and trash into TSU’s sensitive Tiger Bay Wetland, and then on into the 

Cumberland River. 

 

This project is part of a larger effort by the Compact to depave properties all around North Nashville, 

alleviating pollution in the Tiger Bay Wetland. The project also contributes to a growing network of 

green spaces in North Nashville, an area with historically low tree canopy coverage. 

 

Next, the Compact will break ground on a depave project at Pearl Cohn Magnet High School in 

December.  

 

Lastly, the Compact is still seeking additional depave sites in North Nashville, primarily in the 37208 zip 

code; residents or property owners can suggest a site to be depaved by filling out a form on the 

Compact’s website. 

 

### 

 

About Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the 

health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and 

action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/  

 

Media personnel can email meagan.hall@cumberlandrivercompact.org to set up a depave site visit or 

interview staff about the work. 
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