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300,000 TREES TO BE PLANTED FOR APPALACHIAN MINE LAND REFORESTATION 

The Cumberland River Compact and the Chubb Charitable Foundation announce multi-year restoration 
in Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Nashville, TN — The Chubb Charitable Foundation has committed a three-year grant to the Cumberland 

River Compact to complete mine land reforestation work on 450 acres in southwest Appalachia. This 

support, totaling $420,000, will reintroduce critical wildlife habitat and lush forest on previously mined 

land. Working with private landowners, Cumberland River Compact plans to plant over 300,000 native 

trees, which will help enhance rainwater absorption on previously mined lands, helping to reduce flash 

flooding and large-scale flooding, as well as provide a safe harbor to migratory songbirds such as 

warblers, flycatchers, orioles, and swallows. 

 

“We’re grateful to be entrusted with this complex work,” states Mekayle Houghton, executive Director of 
the Cumberland River Compact. “There’s no playbook for conservation work as laws and climate rapidly 
change. No one is handing us the answer. But we’re tenacious and are figuring out how to get the work 
done.” 

 
Water quality is greatly impacted by soil health. On land that has been previously mined, the soil is 

densely compacted from decades of heavy machinery use. “You can liken it to rainwater running off 

asphalt in an urban area. The soil is almost completely impenetrable. Reforestation replenishes the 

trees and also improves the absorption of water and health of the soil,” says Houghton. 

 
The reforestation process includes aerating the soil with 36” ripper shanks pulled by tractors to loosen 

the soil. Afterwards, native seedlings are planted by hand at a rate of 700 per acre. The Compact’s tree 

survivability studies have shown a nearly 95% survival rate. The improved soil also increases the chances 

that preexisting native seeds will sprout alongside the planted seedlings of oak, pine, hickory, sycamore, 

maple, black gum, and more. 

 
The 450 acres of mine land reforestation funded by the Chubb Charitable Foundation will add to the 

Compact’s portfolio of 122 acres reforested with 74,390 seedlings since 2023. 
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### 

 
About Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the 

health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and 

action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/ 

 
About the Chubb Charitable Foundation: 
The Chubb Charitable Foundation supports U.S.-based nonprofit organizations through grant-making and 
projects aligned with defined focus areas including education, the environment, and poverty and health. 
The mission of the Foundation is to assist less fortunate individuals and communities in achieving and 
sustaining productive and healthy lives in geographic areas where Chubb employees live and work. The 
Chubb Charitable Foundation strives to accomplish this by focusing the majority of its funds on clearly 
defined projects that have measurable objectives and outcomes and solves problems within the 
Foundation’s defined areas of focus. 
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