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CUMBERLAND RIVER COMPACT TO ADD TREES TO THE NASHVILLE FARMERS’ MARKET
Approximately 1,900 square feet of outdoor area will be improved with shade trees and native plants

Nashville, TN — On February 10, the Cumberland River Compact will break ground on its first depave
project of 2025 located at the Nashville Farmers’ Market. The project will remove asphalt from the Rosa
L. Parks Boulevard side of the market, creating new green spaces for beautification and stormwater
management. The Compact’s Depave initiative has removed over 90,000 square feet of asphalt from
Nashville since 2017.

Depaving cities is an effective way to address environmental issues such as flash flooding, pollution of
streams and rivers, wildlife habitat loss, and the urban heat island effect. The environmental benefits of
the Nashville Farmers’ Market project will include:

e Stormwater Management: The new green spaces will absorb large quantities of rainwater that
would otherwise run off the parking lot and into the road, collecting pollutants and litter as it
makes its way to our streams and rivers.

e Lower Urban Temperatures: Trees including elms and gingkos will cool the parking lot’s surface
by shading the asphalt, reducing the “urban heat island effect” that notoriously affects heavily
paved areas.

e Habitat Creation and Beautification: Native plants will provide shelter and food for beneficial
pollinators and birds— as well as a peaceful, beautiful space for the community to enjoy.

Gardens of Babylon, whose store entrance is adjacent to the planned Depave project areas, will donate a
selection of native plants to be installed in the newly created green spaces. “We’re thrilled to support
this initiative and bring more greenery to the community,” says Dan Hoy, VP of Operations at Gardens of
Babylon. “Native plants aren’t just beautiful—they’re resilient, low-maintenance, and play a crucial role
in improving air and water quality. We love helping create landscapes that are both functional and
sustainable.”

Darrell Lane, Executive Director at the Nashville Farmers’ Market is looking forward to sharing the
project’s successes with customers and tenants. “In time, the new shade trees will not only beautify the
market's environment but will further the mission of the market's environment and sustainability
initiatives."
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About Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the
health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and
action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/
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About the Nashville Farmers’ Market: The Nashville Farmers’ Market, founded in the early 1800’s, is
located in the urban core of downtown Nashville adjacent to the Tennessee State Museum and
Bicentennial Mall State Park. The year-round market, featured in The New York Times, Southern Living
and Food Network, provides retail space to farmers, artisans and small businesses. The facility includes
two covered open-air sheds, a 24,000 square-foot garden center, a culinary incubation center and
international food hall that includes more than 30 restaurants and shops. The mission of Nashville
Farmers’ Market is to curate an inclusive destination marketplace that fosters a connection between the
community and the farmers, foods, and artisans who contribute to the region’s food system. For more
information, visit nashvillefarmersmarket.org.

About Gardens of Babylon: Gardens of Babylon is Nashville’s premier landscape design-build firm and
garden center, creating sustainable outdoor spaces through expert design, installation, and year-round
maintenance. Specializing in native plantings, hardscapes, and custom outdoor living areas, the local,
family-owned company has enhanced residential and commercial properties for over 20 years. Learn
more at gardensofbabylon.com.

Media Opportunities:

Asphalt removal is expected to take place throughout the week of 2/10, with plant installation occurring
the following week. The Compact invites media personnel to visit the market for film and photo
opportunities during the work period; staff from the Compact, Nashville Farmers” Market, and Gardens
of Babylon are also available for comment.


https://gardensofbabylon.com/

