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Over 1,400 Lbs. of Trash Pulled from Mill Creek Area this Summer, Bringing 2025 Total to Over
13,500 Pounds

NASHVILLE, TN — The Cumberland River Compact has led four major cleanups of Mill Creek in South
Nashville and one of its tributaries in the last two months, removing over 1,400 pounds of litter from the
creek and its banks. Some volunteers accessed the stream banks by foot, while others accessed Mill
Creek’s confluence with the Cumberland River by kayak. These cleanups directly prevented large
amounts of pollution from entering the Cumberland and contributed to the Compact’s growing total of
over 13,500 pounds of litter removed from waterways in 2025 alone—and just over 252,000 pounds
since 2017.

“When you consider that the average Nashvillian creates 7.6 pounds of household trash per day, it really
starts to put into perspective how much trash the Compact is removing from waterways,” said Anna
LePetri, the Compact’s Volunteer and Events Coordinator. “Thankfully, we have community members
and many corporate volunteer groups that are getting their hands dirty and improving habitat and water
quality.”

Cleanups like these are a big part of the Compact’s growing, award-winning volunteer program. In 2024,
the organization led more than 100 volunteer events and recently launched a new corporate
team-building program to connect local businesses with meaningful community service.

Through the program, companies can take part in customized, water focused activities—ranging from
stream cleanups on foot or by kayak to native tree plantings and environmental lunch-and-learns.

“We've hosted partners like Oracle and find that teams get a lot out of hands-on experiences,” said
LePetri. “We have a lot of repeat volunteers because it’s a great experience and informative. People
leave knowing they made a difference and knowing more about our waterways.”

The Compact’s volunteer program was recently honored with the Governor's Volunteer Star Award,
which recognizes outstanding volunteer impact and innovation by nonprofits across the state.

This work complements the Compact’s broader mission to enhance and protect water quality across the
Cumberland River basin through efforts in urban water stewardship, stream restoration, River Friendly
Farms, and environmental education.

To learn more about the Compact’s new corporate team-building program and other volunteer
opportunities, visit: https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/corporate-team-buildin
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About Oracle: Oracle’s mission is to help people see data in new ways, discover insights, and unlock
endless possibilities. For more than four decades, we’ve delivered innovations that have helped build
entire industries. Our world headquarters is located in Nashville, TN.

About the Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the
health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and

action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/
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