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Forest and Farms: Cumberland River Compact and Google Collaboration  
Google supports massive water conservation work in Tennessee 

 

Nashville, TN — Soil health and mine land reforestation are receiving newfound attention in Tennessee.  

Google recently funded two landmark projects, through a partnership with Bonneville Environmental 

Foundation, that will improve watershed health through cover cropping and restoring a native forest.   

 

“We are committed to water stewardship in and around the communities where we operate,”  says Ben 

Townsend, Head of Infrastructure and Sustainability at Google. “We look for opportunities to support 

and accelerate great work that is already happening locally, and with their regional knowledge, we knew 

the Cumberland River Compact could deliver transformative results for the Cumberland and Red River 

basins.” 

​  

This month, the Cumberland River Compact (the Compact) will break ground on a 50-acre mine land 

reforestation project, known as Pigeon’s Roost, in Claiborne County, Tennessee. Since being mined for 

coal, this remote region has not been able to support native wildlife or plant species.  Native species 

such as oaks, hickories, short leaf pine and sycamore will be planted to reestablish vital habitat for 

migratory songbirds and elk populations. Additionally, the new forest will improve soil quality and 

protect the source waters of the Cumberland River. Pigeon's Roost is part of the Cumberland Forest 

Project, a 253,000-acre area managed by The Nature Conservancy, and will be conserved in perpetuity. 

 

In the spring of 2025, the Compact will partner with the Robertson County Soil & Water Conservation 

District to facilitate the use of cover crops on wheat, soy, and corn fields. The management of cover 

crops on a large scale requires the use of special equipment such as roller crimpers that help prepare the 

fields for planting.  The Compact will purchase this machinery to loan to Robertson County farmers who 

utilize cover crops on their land.   

 

After seeing the benefits of implementing cover crops, such as higher crop yield and less erosion in his 

fields, T.C. Groves of Corn Silk Farms wanted to integrate cover crops into the majority of his acreage. 

Now, because of funding from Google, he and other farmers will have access to the equipment they 

need to make that possible.  “What I noticed with the cover crops is…those places were finally getting 

healed and weren’t causing any erosion anymore,” said T.C.  “I love to ride down the road after a big rain 

and not see muddy water running across the road.”  

 

Water quality is determined by how the land around rivers and streams is used. With an abundance of 

creeks and streams found throughout Tennessee and Kentucky, how the land is treated has an outsized 

impact on our fresh water.  By working with landowners to implement good water management 
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practices that limit erosion, clean and filter rainwater, and replenish the soil, the water quality in 

Tennessee and Kentucky can be protected. 

 

“Our goal is to connect with people that live and work on the land and provide the resources needed to 

support their livelihoods and conservation goals,” says Mekayle Houghton, Executive Director of the 

Cumberland River Compact. “Both projects funded by Google will have an enormous impact on water 

quality and we’re thrilled to be able to make that happen.”  

 

### 

 

About Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the 

health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and 

action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/  
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