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Cumberland River Compact Depaves East Nashville’s Riverside Village
New project outside East Nashville’s Dose will transform asphalt into green space

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Oct. 23, 2025) — On Saturday, November 8, from 9 am to 10 am, the public is invited
to view the Cumberland River Compact’s latest depave project as it breaks ground in East Nashville’s

Riverside Village outside of Dose, a local coffee and tea cafe.

The project will remove an area of unused asphalt from Dose’s parking lot, adding trees to shade and
beautify the highly trafficked intersection of Riverside Drive and McGavock Pike. Riverside Village
representatives also believe the new green space will slow vehicular traffic turning right onto McGavock
by Dose, making the neighborhood safer for pedestrians. The Compact’s depave initiative has
collaborated with neighborhoods, businesses, NDOT, and more to remove almost 100,000 square feet of
asphalt from Nashville since 2017.

Starting at 9 am on Saturday, Cumberland River Compact staff will have an info tent set up near the
project, offering free donuts and information about the depave initiative to passers by. Compact staff
and volunteers from Garney Construction will remove asphalt with a concrete saw and small excavator,
restore the soil underneath by aerating it and adding compost, and plant an assortment of native trees
and shrubs.

“Removing even a small amount of asphalt can improve local water quality and reduce flooding,” says
the Compact’s Urban Waters Division Manager, Jason Sprouls. “Impervious surfaces like asphalt generate
stormwater runoff, which flows over the road and eventually carries pollutants into the Cumberland
River. Replacing the asphalt in front of Dose with trees— which can absorb up to 100 gallons of water a
day when they’re mature— will significantly reduce stormwater runoff on Riverside Drive.”

The trees planted as part of this depave project will contribute to the Root Nashville campaign’s goal of
planting 500,000 trees in Nashville by 2050. Root Nashville is an urban forestry campaign led by the
Cumberland River Compact and Metro Nashville.
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About Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the
health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and
action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/

Media opportunities: Photo and video of the depave project in progress, interviews with Compact staff
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