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Applications Open for Cumberland River Compact’s Adopt-a-Stream Program in Nashville 
 

Nashville, TN — The Cumberland River Compact has officially opened applications for its 2026 

Adopt-a-Stream program, inviting neighborhood groups, schools, faith communities, and other local 

organizations to take an active role in protecting Nashville’s waterways this year. 

The Adopt-a-Stream program empowers community groups to care for a designated local stream 

segment for one year. Participants receive training, guidance, and ongoing support from the Cumberland 

River Compact, while Metro Beautification and Environment Commission provide cleanup supplies and 

trash pickup for Davidson County adopters. Adopting a stream helps improve local water quality, protect 

drinking water sources, and create healthier habitats for fish and wildlife and is supported by Metro 

Water Services. 

Since the program launched in 2007, Adopt-a-Stream participants have cared for more than 100 miles of 

streams throughout the Cumberland River basin. 

“Many Nashvillians don’t know the name of their local stream or have never seen it,” said Jason Sprouls, 

Urban Waters Division Manager at the Cumberland River Compact. “The Adopt-a-stream program 

doesn’t just pick up litter– it also grows communal awareness and understanding of our city’s vital 

natural resources.” 

Participating groups commit to: 

●​ Attending a brief orientation session with the Cumberland River Compact on April 1, 2026 

●​ Completing at least two stream cleanups during the year, including one as part of the Compact’s 

annual citywide cleanup event on April 25. 

Beyond these core expectations, groups are free to organize additional cleanups as their schedules and 

interests allow. 

Applications for Adopt-a-Stream are accepted through March 15. Groups are matched with stream 

segments based on proximity, interest, and level of need. Community members interested in adopting a 

stream can learn more and apply through the Cumberland River Compact’s website. 

### 

 

About the Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the 

health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and 

action. https://cumberlandrivercompact.org/ 
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