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Root Nashville Campaign Plants 50,000th Tree in Whitsett Park
Milestone marks significant progress in restoring Nashville’s urban tree canopy

Nashville, TN — Root Nashville partners proudly celebrated the campaign’s achievement of planting
50,000 trees across Davidson County with a ceremony held on December 4, 2024, at Whitsett Park.

The 50,000th tree, a swamp white oak, was planted beside the park’s entrance. Remarks were made by
Vice Mayor Angie Henderson, Mekayle Houghton (Executive Director, Cumberland River Compact),
Brenda Gadd (Councilmember, District 24), Jacob Kupin (Councilmember, District 19), Terry Vo
(Councilmember, District 17), and Ginny Welsch (Councilmember, District 16). Members of the Metro
Tree Advisory Committee, Metro Parks, Metro Water, and other community leaders also joined in the
event, highlighting the collaborative effort behind this achievement.

“Root Nashville is built on community support, whether that’s Neighborhood Planting Captains who
volunteer their time, nonprofit partners who help distribute trees, or community members who organize
their own planting projects and tell their friends to order trees,” said Mekayle Houghton. “As long as
there are more people in Nashville who are passionate about trees, there will be room for this campaign
to expand.”

Root Nashville, a public-private campaign led by the Cumberland River Compact in collaboration with
Metro Nashville, aims to plant 500,000 trees across Davidson County by 2050. The initiative enhances
Nashville’s tree canopy in the interest of improving water and air quality, reducing urban heat, and
contributing to the mental and physical well-being of all residents.

The 50,000th tree represents years of hard work by campaign partners and countless volunteers, who
continue to inspire action toward a more sustainable and resilient future for Nashville.
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About Root Nashville: Root Nashville is a public-private campaign led by the Cumberland River Compact
in partnership with Metro Nashville to plant 500,000 trees by 2050. Learn more at
https://rootnashville.org.

About Cumberland River Compact: The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the
health and enjoyment of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration, and
action. Visit https://cumberlandrivercompact.org.
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About Metro Water Services: Metro Water Services provides water, wastewater, and stormwater
services to over 250,000 residents, with a focus on sustainability and protecting vital water resources.

For additional images or interviews regarding the December 4 event, please contact Meagan Hall at
meagan.hall@cumberlandrivercompact.org.
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